[The role of the complement system in the defence against infections and new ways of assessing the activation routes].
The complement system is of major importance in the defence against infections. Deficiencies in one of the three pathways of activation of the complement system can cause serious infections; the classical pathway, the alternative pathway and the lectin pathway. A new ELISA assay has been developed to enable the assessment of the functional activity of the whole lectin pathway and to determine the classical and the alternative pathway functional activity in a simple uniform design.